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Key Takeaways

Choose Gulf surf for open water and surf fishing, while keeping casting well away from swimmers and watching

changing surf conditions.

Choose a bay shoreline when calm, shallow water is the priority, but check the exact swimming and fishing

access.

Match the fishing method to the shore. Piers, jetties, open beach, and bay edges each offer different access

and safety considerations.

Check facilities and vehicle access. Parking, restrooms, showers, camping, and driving rules vary by location.

Check conditions and rules on the day. Review surf, wind, tide, beach warnings, water quality notices, closures,

and fishing requirements.

Browse our beaches suited to swimming as you narrow down a Texas Gulf Coast outing.

Choose between Gulf surf and calmer bay water

Setting Typical water exposure Swimming considerations Fishing method Access tradeoffs

Gulf surf Open Gulf water; moderate

waves at Corpus Christi’s

Gulf Beach

Surf and currents can change,

so separate casting from

swimming.

Surf fishing

from an open

shoreline

Multiple access points and

parking at Corpus Christi’s

Gulf Beach

Bay

shoreline

More protected water,

including calm, shallow

water at Palacios Beach

Check swimming access

separately from fishing areas.

Bay fishing from

shore

Shoreline conditions vary by

spot.

Channel Moving water through a

passage between coastal

waters

Keep swimming separate from

channel edges, jetties, and

casting zones.

Jetty fishing

near channel

water

Access is concentrated

around the channel and its

structures.



Match the fishing method to the shoreline

Coastal setting Stated access Fishing style Swimming considerations
Concrete

specification

Redfish Bay

pocket

beaches

Several small shoreline

access points at Aransas

Pass

Shore fishing

or charters

Choose the specific pocket

beach and keep casting clear of

swimmers.

Small pocket beaches

line the bay shoreline.

Island

shoreline

Check access for the chosen

location

Fishing

access

varies

Keep swimming separate from

fishing activity.

Confirm the access

point before setting

out.

Coastal

shoreline

Check access for the chosen

location

Fishing

access

varies

Compare water exposure before

swimming.

Confirm the access

point before setting

out.

Remote

McFaddin

shoreline

Beach driving is permitted;

four wheel drive is

recommended.

Fishing Check current advisories and

plan for a remote visit.

15 miles of

undeveloped shoreline

Use this step by step beach field checklist

☐ Before setting out, check the specific beach access, parking and vehicle rules, current closures, surf forecast,

tide, and beach flag warnings.

☐ On arrival, identify the designated swimming area, likely fishing area, access paths, and posted restrictions

before unpacking gear.

☐ Choose a safe casting direction and distance. Keep hooks and lines well clear of swimmers, walking routes,

and crowded entry points. Move if people enter the casting zone.

☐ Set up tackle on stable ground. Cover hooks when they are not in use, and store bait and sharp gear away

from children and swimmers.

☐ Recheck conditions during the visit. Stop swimming or fishing if warnings change, surf becomes hazardous,

or access restrictions apply.
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