The Beach Directory
(thebeachdirectory.com)

U.S. Coastal Beach Logistics, NOAA Tide Stations & Water Safety

Guides

Printable Field Reference & Checklist

Full Guide: https://thebeachdirectory.com/oregon-beach-camping-know-the-

shoreline-rules-first/

Oregon Shoreline Dispersed Camping Legality and Seasonal Closure Checklist

Companion Reference Sheet for: Oregon Beach Camping: Know the Shoreline Rules First
Save this PDF to your phone or print a copy for field reference. Verify local conditions and manufacturer specs before use.

Key Takeaways

Planning point What to do

Check permission
Shortlist locations
Consider alternatives

Compare campground
types the site.
Check coastal hazards

Follow the signs

Specification & Comparison Matrix

o Who sets the rules

option

Overnight beach The city, county, state,

camping federal, or other
authority responsible
for that exact shoreline.

Developed The campground

campground manager, such as a
state park or federal
land agency.

Permitted The federal forest

dispersed forest = manager, and only

camping where dispersed

camping is allowed.

Facilities and shelter

Facilities and shelter vary by
location, including toilets,
water, marked sites, and
sheltered sleeping areas.

Site types and facilities vary;
use the current campground
information for the specific
park.

Facilities and designated
sleeping areas vary, and
dispersed sites may not
have developed
campground services.

Exposure and access

Direct exposure to wind,
surf, tides, and changing
beach conditions; access
can vary by location.

Beach and trail access
depend on the
campground’s location and
its access routes.

The site may be away from
the beach, with coastal
access dependent on its
location.

Ask the authority responsible for the precise shoreline whether overnight camping is allowed.

Browse Oregon beach destinations with camping and compare the setting with your plans.

Use beach camping listings to explore coastal locations, then verify each park’s current rules.

Weigh tent sites, yurts, and cabins by shelter, sleeping setup, location, and the facilities actually listed for

Review tide tables, surf and weather forecasts, wildlife notices, and current fire rules.

Treat closures and posted boundaries as part of your site plan, not as optional guidance.

What to verify

Overnight permission,
boundary, seasonal
restrictions, closures, and
permitted setup area.

Reservation dates,
operating season, site
type, facilities, and access
arrangements.

Whether camping is
allowed at that spot,
access limits, and
applicable duration rules.


https://thebeachdirectory.com/beach-state/oregon/?beach-activity=camping
https://thebeachdirectory.com/beach-activity/beach-camping/

Specification & Comparison Matrix

Park and setting Listed camping options Nearby activities and features Planning question

Harris Beach, sea stacks Tent sites; year-round Sea stacks and tidepooling. Does a tent stay suit your trip, and
and offshore island camping. are current site details right for
scenery your dates?

Cape Lookout, a sand Campsites, yurts, and Beach and hiking trails; the Cape Would you rather sleep in a tent, a
spit between bay and cabins in a coastal Lookout Trail extends 2.5 miles to the yurt, or a cabin?

ocean forest. end of the cape.

Use this field checklist before setting up

[1 Step 1: Pin the exact access point and identify the manager for the shoreline you intend to use.

[] Step 2: Before traveling, confirm overnight permission, seasonal restrictions, boundaries, and marked-area limits with
that authority.

[] Step 3: If overnight beach camping is prohibited or unclear, choose an established campground and confirm its
reservation details, operating season, facilities, and access arrangements.

[] Step 4: Review tide tables, surf and weather forecasts, and site exposure. Reject low, unstable, dune-covered, or
wildlife-restricted spots.

[] Step 5: Recheck signs on arrival, follow current fire rules, stay out of sensitive vegetation and nesting areas, and leave
the site free of trash.
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